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A final barrier that probation and parole officers confront has to do with 
their salaries. Probation and parole officers’ salaries are not competitive, 
which may make it difficult to recruit or retain new officers. This has a direct 
bearing on supervision in that probationers may have problems developing 
relationships with their officers if there is turnover in the probation office.52

Juvenile Probation
When juveniles are sanctioned in the community, a probation or parole offi-
cer will be assigned to their cases. Juvenile probation and parole officers 
typically use different strategies to supervise juvenile offenders than those 
used by probation and parole officers who supervise adult offenders. The 
underlying philosophy of the juvenile court is parens patriae, which suggests 
that the state should take over as the parent in cases where parents have 
been unable to raise their children as law-abiding citizens. Consequently, the 
behavior of those in juvenile corrections mirrors this philosophy. Consider 
the duties of juvenile probation and parole officers illustrated in Table 13.3. 
Note the following differences between juvenile and adult probation officers:

´´ Juvenile officers “assist youth” whereas adult officers “supervise 
felons.”

´´ Juvenile officers “help youth adhere to conditions” whereas adult 
officers “enforce conditions.”

´´ Juvenile officers focus on the “youth’s individual needs” whereas 
adult officers perform more administrative functions.

Not surprisingly, because of these differences, the caseloads for juvenile offi-
cers tend to be much smaller. After all, it is easier to serve as a parent for a 
few children than it is to be a parent in a really large family!

Duties of Probation and Parole Officers in LouisianaTABLE 13.3
TYPE OF PROBATION OFFICER DUTIES

Juvenile Assists youth and families in navigating the juvenile justice system

Supervises, advocates, refers, and coordinates services for youth and their families, to assist them in 
becoming productive citizens

Helps youth adhere to the conditions set forth by the court and holds youth accountable for their actions

Provides consistent management of services based on youth’s individual needs

Adult Supervises felons and misdemeanants through counseling

Enforces conditions of supervision

Conducts criminal justice social background investigations of offenders

Conducts arrests

Transports violators

Prepares reports for courts and parole board

Administers drug tests and evaluates results
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